
Week 7: Making sense of the text 

Share unit vocabulary mat 

Making Sense of The Text. Ask pupils why they think Easter is im-

portant to Christians. Collect their responses at this stage. Explain 

that Easter is a festival that occurs in spring to remember a very 

important part of the Bible. . Christians believe that Jesus is God 

come to Earth. The life of Jesus and many things he said and did 

are found in the Gospels in the Bible. The Easter story is one of sad-

ness, followed by great happiness.  

Read essential parts of the story to be included in the labyrinth for 

Year 1 are: 1) The entry into Jerusalem; 2) Jesus’ betrayal and ar-

rest at the Mount of Olives; 3) Jesus’ crucifixion; 4) The empty tomb; 

5) Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene and the disciples. Biblical 

references are in the teacher’s notes.  

Task 1: Place pictures from Holy Week onto an Easter story timeline 

or story map  

Task 2 Discuss and reflect on each part, expressing their thoughts, 

feelings and questions. Children to record their thoughts in 5 short 

paragraphs 

Week 8:  Making sense of the text 

Ensure pupils know the essential elements of the Easter Story, as 

shared last week. Now explain we are going to introduce new parts of 

the story: cleansing of the temple /  the Last Supper /Jesus’ trial.  

Tell the story. Focussing on the three above elements.  

Task 1: Add new parts of the story onto the Easter story timeline/

story map  

Introduce the words ‘sin’ and ‘salvation.’ Explain how Christians be-

lieve the world is spoiled by ‘sin’ — the bad things people do, and 

their failure to do good things. People keep wandering away from 

God. Jesus’ name means ‘he saves’, and he came on a rescue mission 

to bring people back to God.  

Task 2  Pupils to set up a tableaux to show the events of Holy Week, 

take photos, and ask the pupils to add captions.  

Week 9 Understanding the Impact Visit Holy Trinity Church 

Plan a visit to Holy Trinity Church: Task 1: Find out about signs of Easter and 

the Easter story there. Including pictures, crucifix, empty cross, chalice and 

paten, colours used. . Look at images of foot washing from Maundy Thursday 

— what part of the story do pupils think it links to?  

What example does Jesus set here? Give some instances of when Christians try 

to follow Jesus’ example and look after other people.  

Task 2: Pupils to look for clues in Church of helping others— 

running a foodbank, or helping people with disaster relief around the world. How 

does this link with the idea of Jesus ‘saving’ people? Jesus wants Christians to 

rescue those who are suffering too.  

Week 10: Making Connections 

Read  Lets be Friends again—click on image. here one of the main characters 

needs to forgive another. Stop as the turtle is released, and ask what both pupils 

should do. At the end of the story, discuss who said sorry, how the brother felt 

before and after forgiving, and what might have happened if he never forgave 

his little sister.   

Task 1: Ask if pupils have heard the phrase 

‘forgive and forget’. Do they think the 

brother will really forget what his sister 

did? Why is it important for him to forgive 

and wipe the slate clean anyway?  

Play some angry music and ask pupils to 

reflect on the hardest thing they have ever 

had to forgive. Play some softer music to allow pupils to think about forgiving 

the person or people who hurt you.  

Task 2:  Discuss and write a paragraph - least one reason why for-

giveness is important to Christians.  

Week 11: Making Connections: Look at Jesus’ words on the cross: 

‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’ Dis-

cuss who Jesus is forgiving and what is being forgiven.  

Task 1: Think of own examples when it has been hard to forgive. Discuss 

what an enormous thing Jesus did forgiving 

Task 2:think about somebody they need or have needed to forgive , w 

their forgiveness in writing (letter / poem) 

Outcomes: 

 Recognise that Incarnation is part of the ‘Big Story’ 

of the Bible.  

 Tell stories of Holy Week and Easter and make a 

link with the idea of Salvation (Jesus rescuing peo-

ple) 

 Give at least three examples of how Christians show 

their beliefs about Jesus as saviour in church wor-

ship 

 Think, talk and ask questions about whether the 

text has something to say to them (for example, 

about whether forgiveness is important), exploring 

different ideas.  
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Salvation: Digging Deeper 

Why Does Easter matter to Christians? 

**WEEK 9 Arrange to visit Holy Trinity 
Church** 

**Week 10 Purchase story: Let’s be friends 
again—Hans Wilhelm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3FGa0hPx1M

