
Week 7. Making Sense of The Text. Ask pupils why they think Easter 

is important to Christians. Collect their responses at this stage. Explain 

that Easter is a festival that occurs in spring to remember a very 

important part of the Bible. . Christians believe that Jesus is God 

come to Earth. The life of Jesus and many things he said and did 

are found in the Gospels in the Bible. The Easter story is one of sad-

ness, followed by great happiness.  

Task 1: Read essential parts of the story to be included in the laby-

rinth for Year 1 are: 1) The entry into Jerusalem; 2) Jesus’ betrayal 

and arrest at the Mount of Olives; 3) Jesus’ crucifixion; 4) The 

empty tomb; 5) Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene and the disci-

ples. Biblical references are in the teacher’s notes. Discuss and reflect 

on each part, expressing their thoughts, feelings and questions 

Task 2: Play Easter ‘pass the parcel’. Under each layer should be a 

picture or caption from the Easter story (have them in order). As 

each picture is revealed, the pupil who opened it should retell that 

part of the story. (See Resource Sheet 1.) Have some small Easter eggs 

as the prize in the middle of the Easter pass the parcel. Ask pupils 

why eggs are connected to Easter. If necessary remind pupils of their 

walk and discussion focusing on new life 

Week 8. Making connections 

Recap why eggs are a symbol of new life. Are pupils able to spot a 

part of the story that is about new life?  Ask pupils again, why does 

Easter matter to Christians? How have their answers changed?  Recap 

essential parts of the story. 

Discuss what pupils find happy and sad about the story of Easter. 

Looking at a colour chart, discuss which colours pupils think are 

happy and which they think are sad.  

Task 1: Using templates of a cross, stuck on paper, smudge around 

the edges so it lifts of the page. Create one cross in happy colours and 

one in sad colours. Children to explain which parts make them feel 

sad / happy  

Task 2: Discuss other emotions; Show pictures of the five parts of the 

story.. Can pupils match at least one emotion to each part of the 

story?  

Week 9: understanding the Impact Show pupils a hot cross bun and ask 

them to identify how it is different from a currant bun, and how it is 

linked to the Easter story. Explain that many Christians eat hot cross 

buns at Easter to remind them of the Easter story.  

Task 1: Invite in a a member of worship group to share some images, 

objects and experiences linked to ways in which Christians remember the 

story of Holy Week and Easter. Introduce pupils to traditions linked with 

Palm Sunday (palm cross, Palm Sunday processions, for example), Good 

Friday (for example, special church service at 3 o’clock, eating hot cross 

buns, visiting the ‘stations of the cross’) and Easter Sunday (for exam-

ple, a joyful church service in the morning, giving and eating eggs, 

decorating a cross in church).  Pupils to ask open ended questions. 

Week 10:  understanding the Impact  Recap Easter Story 

Task 1: As a class, create some simple actions that pupils can copy to 

show the events of Holy Week, from the perspective of a disciple: Palm 

Sunday (waving palms, excited), Good Friday (sad, show tears coming 

down cheeks), Easter Sunday (excited, happy, dancing, as Jesus rises to 

new life) — this is how the story ends! Talk about the Christian belief 

that Jesus rises from his tomb (resurrection) and even appears and 

speaks to people that he used to know. Explain that Jesus rising from his 

tomb shows Christians that after they die, they can also have a new 

life, a life with God in heaven.  Read together: Heaven, by Nicholas 

Allen Task 2: Discuss both Lil and Dill’s ideas. Ask pupils what they 

think heaven might be like — can they describe it with words or draw 

images?  

Week 11: Read together: Waterbugs and Dragonflies Discuss where the dragonfly 

went and how this makes him feel.  

Task 1: Ask pupils whether this is a happy or sad tale. What links can they see 

with the story of Jesus and his resurrection? What is different about the story 

of Jesus? Talk with pupils about the fact that beliefs in life after death vary. 

Christians believe Jesus was able to come back to tell his disciples, because he 

was God in the flesh (incarnation) 

Task 2 Give pupils time to reflect on the way the story changes from 

sadness to happiness, or from darkness to light. Give them a chance to 

paint some dark marks on a page, perhaps listening to some quiet music, 

then to paint some bright colours, with joyous music accompanying  

Outcomes: 

 Recognise that Incarnation and Salvation are part 

of a ‘big story’ of the Bible. 

 Tell stories of Holy Week and Easter from the Bible 

and recognise a link with the idea of Salvation  

 Recognise that Jesus gives instructions about how 

to behave 

 Give at least three examples of how Christians show 

their beliefs about Jesus’ death and resurrection in 

church worship at Easter 

 Think, talk and ask questions about whether the 

story of Easter has anything to say to them about 

sadness, hope or heaven, exploring different ideas 
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