
Week 7 Making Sense of The Text. Share unit vocabulary mat Ask 

pupils why they think Easter is important to Christians. Collect their 

responses at this stage. Explain that Easter is a festival that occurs in 

spring to remember a very important part of the Bible. . Christians 

believe that Jesus is God come to Earth. The life of Jesus and many 

things he said and did are found in the Gospels in the Bible. The 

Easter story is one of sadness, followed by great happiness.  

Read essential parts of the story to be included in the labyrinth for 

Year 1 are: 1) The entry into Jerusalem; 2) Jesus’ betrayal and ar-

rest at the Mount of Olives; 3) Jesus’ crucifixion; 4) The empty tomb; 

5) Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene and the disciples. Biblical 

references are in the teacher’s notes.  

Task 1: Place pictures from Holy Week onto an Easter story timeline 

or story map  

Task 2: Show pupils three crosses: a palm cross, a crucifix and a 

plain cross (see Resource Sheet 1). Ask pupils which cross links to 

which aspect of Holy Week. Tell the pupils that one way of categoris-

ing these is palm crosses, Friday crosses and Sunday crosses. Show 

pupils a selection of crosses to sort. Can they explain why the crosses 

are sometimes given these names?  

Week 8 Making Sense of The Text.  

Recap the essential parts of the Easter Story. Task 1: Tell pupils that 

they are going to be writing a diary for Mary, the mother of Jesus, 

for three important days in Holy Week: Jesus entering Jerusalem 

(Palm Sunday), the day Jesus died (Good Friday), and the day Jesus 

came back to life (Easter Sunday)  

In order to do this they need to listen carefully as you retell the story 

of Holy Week, using extracts from the Gospels below: 

Matthew 21:7–11 • Luke 23:13–25, 32–48 • Luke 24:1–12  

Ask pupils whether or not Mary would call the day Jesus died Good 

Friday? Why? Why not?  Task 2 Talk about pupils’ responses and 

reactions to the story: how did it make them feel? Consider whether 

there is a difference between how Christians and people with other 

religious or non-religious worldviews respond to this story  

Week 9: Introduce the pupils to two Christian children, Nathan and Lara, 

from the film clip below. Show the film from ‘My Life, My Religion’   

Task 1: Watch the film.  Split the pupils 

into groups and give each group a specific 

focus to make written notes: what do the 

children do, what do the clergy do, what 

do people remember, what do people feel, 

what do people make, or what do people 

say?  

Task  2:  Research what churches do to celebrate Palm Sunday, Good Friday 

and Easter Sunday  - give 2 titles:  / Why is Palm Sunday so important to 

Christians?  / Why do Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday?  / 

What do Christians believe happened on Easter Sunday?  

Week 10:  Ask pupils to think of a time in their life when they felt joy, 

another time when they felt sadness and another when they were full of 

hope. Share these with a partner. What made them feel like this? How 

long did these times last? Did they do anything because of these feelings?  

Task 1: • For Christians, Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sun-

day are times to remember the joy, sadness and despair, and hope felt 

by the followers of Jesus, and by Jesus himself. Ask pupils to create an 

emotion graph for Christians showing how they might feel at a service 

on Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Annotate the graph 

to show why they might feel like that (adapt Resource Sheet 2 for this). 

If Jesus understood his death as a choice and part of God’s big plan of 

salvation (remember the ‘big story’), consider how his emotions might 

differ from the disciples’.  

Week 11:  For Christians these three parts of the story are 

about joy, sadness or despair, and hope. Ask pupils to ex-

plain what Christians believe about these three days. Talk 

about how Christians should live their lives in the light of 

these beliefs. What can they be hopeful about?  

Task 1: Use this poetry frame (to record pupils’ thoughts  

about Good Friday and Easter Sunday: • On Friday there 

was… • Sunday brings… • Believe… • On Friday there was… • 

Sunday brings… • Live… • On Friday there was… • Sunday 

brings… • Hope  

Outcomes: 

 Offer suggestions for what the texts about the entry 

into Jerusalem, and the death and resurrection of 

Jesus might mean.  

 Make simple links between the Gospel texts and how 

Christians mark the Easter events in their church 

communities.  

 Describe how Christians show their beliefs about 

Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday in 

worship.  

 Make links between some of the stories and teachings 

in the Bible and life in the world today, expressing 

some ideas of their own clearly  
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