
 

Science  

Science Autumn Term Overview 

Year 2 

Living Things and Their Habitats 

Plants 

1. What is a habitat? 

In this lesson, children will be able to identify what a 

habitat is. They will be looking at different habitats 

around the world, such as deserts, rainforests, moun-

tains and more. They will be able to identify and 

name a variety of plants and animals in their habi-

tats.  

 

 

 

 

2. What is the difference between a habitat and 

microhabitat? 

In this lesson, children will recap on habitats and 

what animals live there. They will be focusing on 

microhabitats this lesson. Children will be exploring 

the outdoors to look at different microhabitats and 

making careful observations to see what living things 

live there. 

 

3. Dead or alive? 

In this lesson, children will be using MRS NERG to 

help them identify if something is a living thing. They 

will be sorting and classifying different things to ex-

plain if something is living, dead or never alive. 

 

 

 For Science this term, Year 2 will be exploring  

two topics: Living Things and Their Habitats  

& Plants!   

4.  What do I know about food chains?  

 In this lesson, children will be able to describe how animals obtain 

food from plants and other animals. The children will be able to 

record this by creating a food chain, whilst identifying and nam-

ing the different sources of food. 

5. Designing a bug hotel! 

In this lesson, children will be designing their own bug hotel. They 

will be using their prior knowledge to help them decide what the 

best condition would be for their insects. They will be looking at a 

range of objects and materials that they could use at home to 

create their bug hotel.  

6. What does the life cycle of a seed look like? 

In this lesson, the children will be looking at the life cycle of a 

seed. We will look at this step by step and draw the life cycle of 

a seed.  

7. Seeds, seeds, seeds!  

In this lesson, the children will be able to explain what a seed 

needs to grow. We will be planting our own seeds in class and 

creating our own investigations over time. We will be able to 

conduct a fair test and make observations over time to check 

for any changes. 

8. Can a plant grow without soil? 

In this lesson, children will be looking at Jan Van Helmont and 

how he discovered hydroponics. They will also be looking at the 

positives and negatives of growing plants in water but without 

soil. We will conduct our own experiment to see what happens 

when we plant a bulb in water. 

9. How can we grow cress? 

This will be a practical lesson for the children. They will be 

creating their own investigations and think about what they 

would need to help it grow. They will observe this investigation 

over time. 

10. How has our bean grown? 

In this lesson, the children will be recording their findings to 

explain what happened to their beans. They will look at the 

similarities and differences between the seeds in the soil and in 

the water. 

11. What can we do with our cress? 

The children will discuss what they could do with the cress and 

what could eat it. They will be able to explain what nutrients it 

gives to humans and have a taste test!  

 


