
Week 7:SET UP THE PUPILS AS DETECTIVES WHO HAVE 

BEEN SET THE TASK OF DISCOVERING:  

Task 1:  Why do Christians think Jesus was resurrected? Share 

the key piece of evidence, a series of witness statements in Luke’s 

Gospel. These describe the events three days after the death of 

Jesus by crucifixion. Remind pupils of the Christian belief that 

Jesus came to Earth as God ‘in the flesh’ (incarnation) and 

that his death and resurrection are fundamental to Christian 

belief.  Split the class into five groups. Give each group part of 

the text to work with (vs 1–8, 9–12, 13–27, 28–35, 36–49). 

Ask them to  Create and perform a written drama of their 

part of the narrative including characters, key lines in the 

script and stage directions.  

Task 2: As a class, share what evidence 

they have discovered to suggest Jesus was 

resurrected. Mark the points in the text 

that Christians would use as evidence. 

Which questions do the passages 

raise for pupils?  

Watch Christians views on resur-

rection (click image) 

Week 8: Understanding the impact 

Task1:  

Resource Sheet 1 Ask pupils to undertake the ‘enquiring into religious 

practice’ strategy . Stick each image into centre of A3 sheet, carousel 

round.  

Write any questions they have about the picture they have been given. 

Allow about two minutes for this. Pass the paper to the next group.  

Research to clarify what is happening in the picture and then, as a 

group, write a paragraph.   

 

 

Week 10: 

Use a series of quotes like the ones below and conduct a 
silent debate Resource sheet 2 (Ghandi, CS Lewis, Richard 
Dawkins, Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:17) 

Task 1:Have a class debate about how believing in the resur-
rection of Jesus might make a difference to how people live 
today. Choose some problems in the world today and ask 
what difference belief that Jesus rose again, and offers 
eternal life, might make to them (for example, inequality 
— wealth and poverty — illness, loneliness, injustice).  

 

What difference does the resurrection make to Christians? 

 

Week 11: As a way into understanding John 11:25–26, 
share this story about Desmond Tutu with the pupils . Give 
pupils some of the texts that are read during the Anglican 
funeral liturgy, for example, John 3:16; John 11:25–26; 
Luke 23:43; John 14:2–3 (see Resource Sheet 3)  

Task 1: Ask pupils to suggest what comfort or hope these 
might give a Christian, and why  

Task 2: Ask pupils to write a letter or act out a conversa-
tion with Desmond Tutu either agreeing or disagreeing with 
his statement that death is not such a terrible thing, for a 
Christian. The letter or conversation must show their un-
derstanding of the Christian belief, that the resurrection of 
Jesus means that for Christians, death is not the end.  

Revisit the key question: so far, what answers do they have 
to the question: what difference does the resurrection make 
to Christians?  

Week 8 continued…. 

Task 2: Source two photos that show Christian practices in church 

on Good Friday, for example: praying at the stations of the cross, a 
solemn service at 3pm, a church with a plain cross and a crown of 
thorns and a bowl, and two photos that show Christian practices in 
church on Easter Sunday, for example: covering the cross with flowers, 
sunrise services, baptisms, joyous services . 

Ask pupils to reflect on the changes in emotions for Christians between 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Would it matter if the resurrection 
hadn’t happened? Can they present ideas and evidence for why Easter 
Sunday is seen by Christians as a day of hope?  

 

Week 9: Making connections 

Share a selection of Easter songs: https://tinyurl.com/y3s4zyr7  Sung 

on Good Friday:When I Survey the Wondrous Cross’ or ‘And Can it 

Be?’.  Easter Sunday hymn is ‘Thine be the Glory’ or ‘Christ the Lord 

is Risen Today’.  

Task2: Ask pupils to search for any evidence they can find for 
beliefs about the death and resurrection of Jesus in these songs. 
Ask pupils to list what these songs say about the meaning of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. They should make links with the 
idea of Jesus ‘saving’ people by defeating death 
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What difference does the resurrection make to 
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http://request.org.uk/festivals/holy-week-and-easter/how-is-good-friday-observed/
http://request.org.uk/festivals/holy-week-and-easter/easter-sunday/

