
  

Geography Autumn 1 

Planning Year 1 

 ‘Outside Our Window’  

What is this place? 
I Can: Use world maps, atlases and globes to  

identify countries and continents. 
I Can: Name and locate the world’s seven continents 
In class we receive a secret scroll! Who could this letter be 
from? Let’s look for clues. Discover it’s from the Joly Roger 
pirates! Share story with the children. They have given us 
clues as to where they are headed – it’s towards us here in 

Wolverhampton. Using maps and globes find out where 
Europe & other continents of the world are. Sing continents 

song. Jigsaws, cut & stick and labelling activities. 
 

Where do we live and what’s so special 
about it? 

I Can: Understand geographical similarities  
and differences through studying the physical  

geography of a small area of the United Kingdom 
    Using the Jolly Rogers as a hook, help children talk about 

their locality and relate what they know and what they 

do not know. Identify where the pirates have docked and use 
a local street map, with some map symbols to help 

them understand more about their locality and how maps 

work. Then, introduce the map for the immediate locality 
and find where the school is. Discuss postcodes and explain 

how they are used for a small area. Can we tell the Jolly 
Rogers where we live and where we go to school? Link this 

to writing their own address and the school’s address. 

 

What are the names of, and, where are the 
famous cities of the United Kingdom? 

I Can: Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 
The Joly Rogers want to visit the major cities in the UK. 
Where could they go and what might they see? Begin by 

talking about the famous places in London. Show some of 

the iconic buildings in London and explain their importance. 

Now consider some of the other major cities. Focus on 
Birmingham / Wolverhampton. Research The Molineux and 

some record some key facts. 
 

How many ways are there to move from 

city to city in the United Kingdom? 
 
 
 
 
 

Look at the way that the Jolly Rogers move around the 
country and the world. Why have they found it tricky on 

land? Discuss with the pupils the different ways we can 
travel around our country. Gage the different modes of 

transport they have experienced. Focus on an airport. Find 
out what happens by looking at the different signs at 
an airport. Let pupils work with a partner and explain 
what the signs mean. Children to sequence travel time 

pictures ticket – take off, correctly. 

 

Can we describe what is on the map? 
I Can: Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key 

physical and human features. 
 

I Can: Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features; 
Jim Lad finds a picture of his grandads’ old boat and a 
map. He sees places on there that he doesn’t recognize. 
How could he find out what they are? Look at some old 
maps and locate some features using key vocabulary. 

Label some key physical and human features.  

 

Shall we go on a treasure hunt?! 
I Can: Devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 
Looking at our work from the previous lesson, use ideas 
and new found knowledge of locations to plan a place 
to bury some treasure! Research some old maps and 
look at their key features. Explore the use of a key. 

Create a map with key features and routes to follow to 
X marks the spot! Talk to partner and tell them where 

your treasure is buried! 

 

Let’s go to the park- fieldwork!  
I Can: Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 
their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment 
Children visit the local park following a simple map. Survey the park- what 
is good in our local park, what could be improved further? Children to then 
create a recount of what they enjoyed in their park and what they would 

like to improve. Children will have a list of geographical vocabulary to 
support them in their writing.  A group of children to use the purple mash 

app to record their experiences. 

 

What do road and street signs tell us? 
I Can: Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language, e.g. near and far, left and right, to 

describe the location of features and routes on a map. 
 

I Can: Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 
their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment 
The Jolly Rogers have got into a bit of trouble as they have parked their ship, 
but do not know what all of these funny signs mean! Introduce pupils to road 

signs. Start by explaining the difference between circular signs and triangular 
signs. Video clip to support understanding. Focus on street signs, such as road 

names, etc.Children can draw a sign of their choice and describe its 
meaning. Matching signs to meanings. 

I Can: Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West) and locational and 
directional language, e.g. near and far, left 
and right, to describe the location of features 

and routes on a map. 
 

 


