
  

History Autumn Two 

                  

Toys old and new.  

 

Our Favourite Toys 

I can: Understanding changes within living memory.  

    Children to bring their favourite toy into school. 

Discuss the properties of the different toys. Put 

some toys into a feely bag and pass them round 

the circle. What adjectives would we use to 

describe these toys? What are they made of? 

How were our parent’s toys different? How 

could we find out more about our parents toys? 

Children to ask their parents what they used to 

play with. Children create a description of their 

modern toy. 

 

 

The History Of Toys Grownups Used To 

Play With.  

I can: Understanding changes within living memory. 

     Children to feedback what their parents used to 

play with. Share some of the toys their 

grownups used to play with. Question children 

how are these toys different to our own toys? 

How are the materials different? Do these toys 

contain electricity or batteries? Children to 

identify similarities and differences between the 

toys. This will lead to children writing a 

comparison.  

 

 

Toys History Detectives 

I can: Understanding changes within living 

memory.  

Understanding changes beyond living memory.  

Share with children that today they are going to 
be toy detectives. Show children different images 
and practical items. Which toys are new? Which 
toys are old? What is different about the toys? 
What is the same about the toys? As a shared 
activity, children put the toys in a chronological 
order. Children to create a timeline of toys from 
older to newer from the five generations.  

Toy Museum  

I can: Understanding changes within living 

memory.  

Understanding changes beyond living memory.  

     Children to visit Wednesbury Toy museum to 

investigate how toys have changed over time. 

They will explore Victorian toys and discuss 

their materials. They will learn that boys and 

girls used to play with different toys. They will 

then compare these toys to toys their parents 

may have played with and describe their 

materials. They will also learn what children 

used to play with when they could not afford 

to buy their own toys. This will lead to 

children creating their own toys.  

 

Toys from the past 

I can: Understanding changes beyond living memory.  

Discuss with children what a decade is. Show children five 

different decades. What is the oldest, what is the most 

recent? Show children toys from the five different decades. 

How have they changed? What materials were used in the 

first decade? What materials are used now? Children to write 

statements they know about their grandparent’s toys and 

questions about what they would like to find out in a table 

format. 

 

Old and New Toys 

I can: Understanding changes within living memory.  

Understanding changes beyond living memory.  

Children to explore new and old toys. As a shared activity children to 

sort toys into hoops with the categories ‘older’ and ‘newer’. Discuss 

different adjectives to describe the toys and use the hoops to sort 

adjectives into ‘older’ and ‘newer’. Children to learn that some 

adjectives describe both and put in the middle of the hoops. Children 

create a Venn diagram sorting the adjectives.  

 


