
 
Literacy Week 3 - 4 

 

Autumn 1 2020 

Ultimate Explorers 

Year 5 

Book focus - Information Text (Week 3 - 4)  

Ultimate Explorers - Active Learn Bug Club 

SPAG:  

Cohesive Devices 

Parenthesis 
Relative Clauses  
Editing  
Punctuating bullet points consistently 

Writing: Persuasive Advert 

In week 3, children will examine a range of real  

adverts to identify effective features and language . 

They will then draw upon these examples to plan and 

develop their own adverts for The Explorer Times, 

encouraging a junior explorer to join a new expedition.  

We expect to see a range of organisational features 

and persuasive language such as rhetorical questions, 

power of three and alliteration to engage the reader. 

 

Writing Assessment:  
In week 4, children will write an information text 
in the form of an ‘Explorer Handbook’ to support a  
new junior explorer embarking on an Amazon  
adventure. Considering the audience and purpose  
of their writing, the children will use  
presentational features which will capture the  
reader’s interest.  
 
Within this information text, we expect to see  
organisational features, factual information  
sourced from reading and research, as well as an  
application of relative clauses and parenthesis.  
Verb agreement and register will be consistent and  
children will proofread for spelling and  
punctuation errors. 

Reading skills focus:  

Each week, there will be a weekly comprehension fo-

cus following the three week cycle of retrieve/infer/

define. 

Further reading skills:  

Making predictions based upon what has been read 

Summarising and identifying key details that support 

the main ideas  

Explaining and discussing their understanding of 

what they have read 

Distinguishing between fact and opinion 
In this unit, the children will explore 

the  

Big Question: What makes someone 

a great explorer?  

They will explore the interactive 

eBook, and use other sources, to   

research  

challenges faced by explorers.  



 

Literacy Week 5 - 6 

Autumn 1 2020 

Wolves In The Walls  

Year 5 

Book focus - Graphic Novel (Week 5 - 6)  

Wolves In The Walls by Neil Gaiman  

SPAG:  

Using a variety of sentence openers 

Expanded noun phrases with pre and post modifiers, 

ambitious qualifiers and prepositional phrases  

Relative Clauses 

Perfect Form 

Direct Speech with Stage Directions 

Coordinating and Subordinating conjunctions 

Using a range of devices to build cohesion within and 

across paragraphs 

Writing: Setting Description 

In week 5, the children will learn a variety of skills 

such as expanded noun phrases, sentence openers and 

relative clauses which they will then apply to writing 

a detailed setting description.  

Writing Assessment:  

At the end of week 6, the children will innovate the 

model text to write diary entries that capture a week 

of events. They will use descriptive techniques, build 

tension and suspense, ending with a twist to ensure the 

reader is left engaged. We will expect to see speech, 

relative clauses, subordinate clauses and a use of  

cohesive devices throughout.  

Reading skills focus:  

Each week, there will be a weekly comprehension focus 

following the three week cycle of retrieve/infer/

define. 

 

Further reading skills:  

Inferring character’s thoughts, feelings and motives 

from visual clues as well as considering the impact on 

the viewer.  

Providing reasoned justifications for their views.  



 

Literacy Week 5 - 6 

Autumn 1 2020 

Charles Causley Collected Poems  

Year 5 

Book focus - Poetry (Week 8)  

Charles Causley Collected Poems 

SPAG:  

Use and understand the grammatical 

terminology in Appendix 2: 

Expanded noun phrases 

Word Classes 

Adverbial Phrases 

Prepositional Phrases 

Writing: Ballad Poem 

Throughout the week, children will explore the poetry 

and discuss patterns in how the poems are set out, 

rhythms and the use of rhyme. Applying these      

features to write a Ballad poem of their own. They 

will also revise key grammatical vocabulary through 

a variety of poems about word classes. To show 

their understanding, they will create poems to    

perform. 

Writing Assessment:  

At the end of week, the children will write their 

own nonsense rhyming poem using As I went down 

Zig Zag as a model. We will expect to see their  

poem presented in the style and themes we have  

explored across the week, with examples of rhyming 

couplets. They will then perform their poem aloud 

and have the opportunity to assess the effectiveness 

of their own and others writing. Following on from 

this, children will evaluate, redraft and edit their 

rhyming poems, making changes according to their 

partner’s feedback.  

Reading skills focus:  
Each week, there will be a weekly comprehension focus 
following the three week cycle of retrieve/infer/
define. 

 
Further reading skills:  
Preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to   
perform, showing understanding through intonation, 
tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an 
audience  

Learning a wider range of poetry by heart  

Ask questions to improve their understanding 

Consider different viewpoints 

The whole collection is dedicated to the voice of 

one poet. The ‘single voice’ collection means that 

the children get to know the poet as an         

individual: they understand their views, their style 

and gain insights into the inspiration behind their 

poems. All this helps to bring poetry alive for the 

children and increases their understanding and 

enjoyment.  


