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What is Space? 

During this lesson, the children will look at describing the 

movement of the Earth and planets, relative to the Sun in the 

Solar System and also identify the Sun, Earth and Moon as 

approximate spherical bodies. Children will explore past beliefs of 

the Earth and how it was once believed to be flat. How do we 

know the Earth is spherical? Children will also look at theories 

and findings from famous scientists such as Pythagoras and 

Magellan. In this lesson, children will also study what is in our 

solar system and look at how the different rock 

and gas planets first emerged. Children will create 

their own diagram of the solar system.  

What are the phases of the moon? 

In this lesson, children will describe and explain the   

movement of the Earth relative to the Moon. Children will 

look at how the Moon has various phases and also      

understand the words ‘ Waning’ and ‘Waxing’. Children 

will make links with Galileo and explore his findings. 

To help secure their understanding, children will have the       

opportunity to create their own ‘oreo style’ Moon phases 

with their peers and identify any patterns.  

Why do we have years? 

Explain to children that today we will 

be looking at why we have years. 

Children will create their own giant 

solar system on the school         

playground, to look at how planets 

orbit, and make links with Aristotle 

and Copernicus. Do all planets take 

the same to complete an orbit?    

Children will discuss how 

orbits differ in planets and 

understand why.  

How does the sun measure 

time? 

Prior to the lesson, children will 

have created their own shadow 

clocks and we ask for children to 

record shadows at different times 

of the day as much as possible at 

home. We will look at how the 

sun is used to measure time with   

shadows, and also study how the 

Earth has day and night. 

What is the time around the 
world? 

Children will look at how the 
world is divided by imaginary 
lines called Meridians, which splits 
the worlds into different time 
zones. Children will understand 
that not all countries have the 
same time, such as Australia and 
the UK. Children will use a world 
clock to find the times of    
countries around the world and 
use map skills to locate countries.  

Why do we have seasons? 

. During this lesson, children will be 

looking at why we have seasons. Why 

do some countries have winter when 

others have summer? Children will 

look at how the Earth rotates and 

spins on an axis and also examine the 

purposes behind Stonehenge. Children 

will create their own poster showing 

the change in seasons and explain 

why.  

 


