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At Trinity we use Read Write Inc. by Ruth Miskin as our Phonics program 

What is RWI? 
Read Write Inc. is a method of learning centred around letter sounds and phonics, and we 
staring to use it here at Trinity Primary School to aid children in their literacy. 
  
Reading opens the door to learning. A child who reads a lot will become a good reader. A 
good reader will be able to read more challenging material. A child who reads challenging 
material is a child who will learn. The more a child learns, the more he or she will want to 
find out. 

Using Read Write, the children learn to read effortlessly so that they can put all their energy 
into comprehending what they read. It also allows them to spell effortlessly so that they can 
put all their energy into composing what they write. 

When using Read Write to read the children will: 

learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letter/letter groups using simple picture 
prompts. 

learn to read words using Fred Talk. 

read lively stories featuring words they have learned to sound out. 

show that they comprehend the stories by answering questions. 

 

When using Read Write to write the children will: 

learn to write the letters/letter groups which represent 44 sounds. 

learn to write words by saying the sounds in Fred Talk 

write simple sentences. 

 compose stories based on picture strips. 

compose a range of stories based on writing frames.  

 

Central to the programme is the thorough teaching of the 44 common sounds in the English 
language and how to sound blend words alongside letter formation and spelling. The children 



start to read words, sentences and then books using the sounds and blending skills they have 
acquired. This allows them to achieve early success in reading. The more sounds they learn, 
the greater the range of texts they can read.  

There are over 75 beautiful graded storybooks, grouped into seven colours from Green to 
Grey with ‘Ditties’ for the emergent readers. Comprehension is an integral element of the 
programme from the start and children are soon able to find answers, progressing in time to 
inferring information from texts. For those children just starting on the reading books, the 
books that have been read in class may be brought home to be shared with parents. This is 
an opportunity for you to celebrate with your child what they can read. These may appear 
too easy for the child. This is exactly what we want.  By the time the book comes home, the 
child will have read it at least 5 times. Hopefully, their confidence and enjoyment will blossom 
as they show you at home exactly what they can do. Remember, lots of praise for how effort 
less they make it look and sound. 

The children who successfully complete the Grey phonics level move on to Comprehension 
focus with a class teacher. 

The children are assessed to find their reading level so they can be grouped with other children 
of a similar level. This can mean that children from different year groups are being taught 
together. The closer the homogeneity of the group, the faster the progress. On-going and 
regular assessments help us to track individual progress and adjust groups or individuals as 
necessary. There may be occasions when children have made such good progress that they 
skip over a colour group. The children will find therefore, that those in their group may change 
as well as their phonics group leader. Class teachers particularly, will want to see all the 
children in their class and will lead different phonic groups to achieve this and also visit other 
phonic groups to monitor the progress of the children in their class. Senior teachers watch 
other teachers teaching to make sure that the children are learning in the way we want them 
to learn. 

The Read Write Inc programme is taught for one 60 minute period four days a week. 
Additional literacy, including poetry, is taught more extensively throughout these year groups 
and forms the great majority of English lessons. 


